THE PEERS AND THE BUDGET  .     265
became known that it was accepted as a fair settlement by all parties 1909
in South Africa, where it had been hammered into shape at a Con- Age 66
vention and submitted to the Parliaments of each of the four Prov-
inces, opposition died down, and the Bill giving effect to it was
passed with practical unanimity by both Houses.   It was introduced
and passed first in the Lords at the beginning of August and later
in the Commons on 19th August.
The sole point of controversy was the " colour bar." On this
Asquith was perfectly frank, and when amendments were proposed
for admitting natives to the Senate, or permitting them to vote for
the Assembly in Provincial Councils, he said without any beating
about the bush that he greatly regretted that the exclusion of the
natives had been introduced into the Constitution. But he was not
prepared to jeopardise " this most delicately and elaborately con-
structed document," the result of a long, difficult, and laborious
process, of argument and compromise between parties and Parlia-
ments in South Africa by insisting on an amendment which would
throw it all into the melting pot. On this ground he appealed to the
House not to pass the amendment proposed by Mr. Barnes extending
the franchise to natives :
" I ask the House of Commons, Can you take the responsibility of
incurring this risk ? However strongly you may feel, however much
you may wish that this provision had not been inserted in the Bill,
however ardently you may hope—and no one can hope more ardently
than I—that before long it may be removed, can you at this moment of
South African Union, a thing which a few years ago seemed beyond the
region of hope and as having passed into the darkness of despair, can you
take on yourselves that responsibility on the eve of the consummation of
those hopes ? I appeal to hon. members not to do so."1
The House responded to this appeal by rejecting the amendment
by 158 to 57.
Handsome acknowledgments now came from the Unionist
leaders. "Whatever opinion we may hold as to the past," said
Mr. Balfour, " everybody looking back at the past will, I am confi-
dent, agree with me that this Bill, soon I hope to become an Act,
is the most wonderful issue out of all those divisions, controversies, -
battles, and outbreaks, the devastation and horrors of war, the
difficulties of peace. I do not believe the world shows anything like
it in its whole history."8
The King telegraphed his warm congratulations on hearing of the
safe passage of this measure, and many other tributes followed.,,
1 House of Commons, 15th August, 1909*
a House of Commons, 16th August.

